
 

  

 

 
 

Preparing a Written Declaration in Support of a PC1203.3 Petition for Early  

Termination of Probation and/or a PC1203.4 Petition for a Post-Conviction Dismissal 

 

          Please understand that this document is only intended to assist you in helping you state your 
reasons for wanting the legal relief you are asking for. Please do not simply copy items from this list into 

your declaration. If one or more of the attached statements applies to your situation, put it into your own 

words in your declaration to make sure that the judge hears your individual voice and your individual 
reasons for wanting relief in your case(s). 

 

Please begin your declaration by writing this: 

 
                    I, (write your name here), hereby state and declare the following: 

 

     I am the Petitioner in this case, and I hereby request (that the court terminate my probation  
     early under PC1203.3)(and) (that the court enter an order of dismissal pursuant to PC1203.4,  

     et al.) 

 

     I am not currently charged with or serving a sentence for any offense, I am not currently     
     on probation for any other offense, and I do not owe any fines, fees, or restitution in this case  

     or in any other San Bernardino County case. 

 
     In support of my petition, I further state and declare the following: 

 

     [Then add as much to your declaration as you would like to in order to show that your  
     petition should be granted “in the interests of justice.” Also, please provide us with any  

     additional materials you would like to attach to your petition for the judge’s review, such as 

     certificates of completion, report cards, letters from friends, neighbors and co-workers, etc.] 

 
Possible Reasons for Requesting Relief 

 

          Below are a few ideas to help you with this, but don’t be limited by the items written out below. 
There may be other reasons in your particular case, and you should take the time to tell the judge what 

those reasons are, or your petition may be denied. Also, your petition does not have to be limited to one 

page. If you have good reasons that you want the judge to know about and it takes more than one page to 
do so, then please do—I would hate for you to leave out anything that was important for the court to 

know. 

 

          --I have committed no violations of my probation, and I have completed everything the court   
          asked me to do. (You may want to write out exactly what you did here, such as completing a  

          required program.) 
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          --I have taken responsibility for what I did, and I can assure the court that it will not happen again.    

          (You may want to consider telling the judge exactly how you have taken responsibility for the  

          offense and why it is that you are sure you will never do it again.) 
 

          --I have had difficulty finding work, and getting off probation early or having my case dismissed 

          under PC1203.4 would help me find suitable employment. 
 

         --I am married and have a wife/husband/partner/children/parents to support, and my convictions are  

          holding me back from finding suitable employment or from being able to find better employment. 

 
          --This case is the only conviction I have ever had, and it has kept me from being able to (describe). 

 

          --I have solid employment opportunities (or other opportunities) in another state, and I can’t leave 
          California until I get released from probation. 

 

          --My conviction is preventing me from obtaining a professional license or cerification that I need or  
          want for my career. 

 

          --I have children now, and I am teaching them to be responsible for their actions. I want them to 

          learn that with hard work, people can overcome their mistakes and make a better life for  
          themselves and their families. 

 

         --I have been employed at ________ for ___ years, and I have risen to the level of _____________.  
          (See if your supervisor(s) at work will write out a letter of recommendation to the judge.) 

 

          --I am going to school at ________________, where I am studying __________________. When I  

          get out of school, I hope to obtain employment as a _________________. 
 

           --My mother/father/wife/husband/children/etc. are disabled or otherwise unable to work, and  

          he/she/they rely on my for support. 
 

          --I have been attending AA/NA classes since _____________. 

 
          --I quit using drugs in _________________________. 

 

          --I stopped drinking alcohol in ____________________. 

 
          --Any other good reason you can think of that will help the judge grant you the relief you are  

          seeking “in the interests of justice.” 

 
          --Finally, if you did have problems with your probation, and especially if you had any violations   

          that resulted in your probation being revoked, I think it is advisable to consider apologizing to the  

          court, explaining why you committed the violation(s), and to aplologize for violating the trust the  
          court put in you by placing you on probation. Don’t write something like this out unless you mean 
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          it, though, I think judges can usually see through fake apologies. But if you are sincere about  
          wanting to apologize, either for the offense itself and/or for your less-than-great performance while  

          on probation in this case, now may be the time to consider doing so. 

 
Completing Your Declaration 

 

          If you are using the court-approved declaration form (Form MC-031, which is attached for your 

review and use, at your option), you will notice that it states at the bottom, “I declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.” So if you are using 

this form, all you need to do is to print it, and then sign and date it. 

 
          However, if you choose to write out your statement by hand, or if you are using anything other than 

the court-approved form to write your declaration, please write at the very end, after you have completed 

your declaration, “I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct,” and then sign your name and date it. 

 

Please Return Completed Document to Me 

 
          Please return your completed, signed statement to be by regular mail or by email at your earliest 

convenience, and we will be happy to assist you with your case going forward. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


